
 
                 

BURNT STORE LAKES PROPERTY OWNER’S ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

HELD IN THE BURNT STORE LAKES POA CONFERENCE ROOM 
100 MADRID BLVD., UNIT #212, PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950 

 
June 16, 2009 

 
CALL TO ORDER, PROOF OF NOTICE and ROLL CALL 
 
Jim Brown, President called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Secretary, Sandy Funk 
announced that the Meeting Notice and Agenda were both posted on Friday, June 12, 
2009.  Both postings met the guidelines as set forth in the By-Laws.  Sandy took roll call 
of the directors as follows: Jim Brown, President; Rob Hancik, Vice-President; Jim Thiel, 
Treasurer; Scott Pitser, Fred Boland, and Marion Jinkens, Directors at Large, were 
present.  Bob Lilley, Director at Large, was absent. 
 
Public Input:  Rick Mathis and Mike Wiesenthal were present.  No comments were 
made. 
 
DISPOSITION OF MINUTES 
 
Jim asked if there were any corrections or additions to the Minutes of the regularly 
scheduled Board of Directors meeting held on May 12, 2009.  There being none, the 
Board members present accepted the May 12, 2009 Board of Directors Minutes by 
unanimous consent.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Jim Thiel reported that our cash position as of 5/1/09 was $505,027.65.  Cash received 
in May was $10,082.72, which included interest earned in the amount of $178.19, and 
total disbursements for the month ending 5/31/09 were $37,235.72.  The cash position 
at the end of May was $477,874.81. The total Assessments Receivable at month ending 
May 31, 2009 was $81,681.66.  The Wachovia account has now been closed.  Jim 
asked if there were any comments on the financial report.  Jim Brown noted that in the 
revenue portion of the compilation report that the figure reported as collected after 8 
months ending 5/31/09 ($343,500) appears to be on an accrual basis and not actual.  
This will be verified with Webb Lorah.  There being no other comments, Scott Pitser 
moved that we approve the Financial Statements and send forward for audit.  Motion 
seconded by Rob Hancik. The motion unanimously passed with Brown, Hancik, 
Thiel, Boland, Jinkens and Pitser voting aye. 
 
2009-2010 Budget Update – Jim Brown reported that review sessions were held to 
review this year’s expenditures and anticipated costs for the next fiscal year.  There are 
still some figures to be finalized, however, it appears that the current assessment of 
$250.00/year will be sufficient to fund the 2009-2010 budget.  Jim also noted that during 
the budget review process the Association is due to receive a fuel adjustment (refund) 
for the May mowing and the June mowing as allowed for in the current mowing contract 
(decreased fuel costs).  Additional refunds for each mowing will be obtained as long as 
the rates to not exceed those stated in the contract. 
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2009-2012 Accounting Contract – Jim Brown stated that we have received two 
competitive bids for a 3-year Accounting Contract.   Jim emphasized that other bids 
were not solicited because of dissatisfaction with our existing accounting firm, but that it 
is always good business to solicit three bids when a contract is up for renewal.  Jim 
reviewed the differences between the bids with the Board, and recommended that we 
remain with Webb-Lorah.  After further discussion, Jim Thiel made a motion to award 
the 3-year accounting contract for the period 7/1/09 through 6/30/12, to Webb-Lorah.  
Scott Pitser seconded the motion.  The motion unanimously passed with Brown, 
Hancik, Thiel, Boland, Jinkens and Pitser voting aye. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
DIRECTOR REPORTS: 
 
SAFETY & PREPAREDNESS – Fred Boland 
 
The June monthly meeting to be held at the Park was not well attended.  There was 
also an unknown padlock placed on the gate that denied accessibility.  The padlock has 
since been cut/removed and replaced.  It was determined that a reminder notice must 
be sent out at least 2-3 days prior to the meeting to encourage attendance by the 
property owners.  
 
Fred reported that Helen Krueger prepared a Skills Inventory Assessment report.  It has 
been distributed to the Board for review.  Fred also reported that a presentation was 
made on June 13th in the Park by ProTech on hurricane protection. 
 
MECHANICAL & MAINTENANCE – Bob Lilley 
 
In Bob’s absence, Sandy reported that Blue Mule and Bennett’s Tree Service have 
almost completed the final phase if this fiscal years work in the Park.  Funds for this 
portion of work were approved at the May 12th Board meeting.   
 
Bob discussed with staff his intention to obtain bids from Blue Mule, BTR Excavating 
and another company to conduct drainage work from Stork Lake to Bear Branch Creek.  
It is severely overgrown with vegetation.  Staff informed Bob that there was sufficient 
money remaining in the budget to address this area.  Bob requests Board approval to 
expend funds not to exceed $5,000.  After discussion, Fred Boland made a motion to 
approve the Stork Lake to Bear Branch Creek draining project in an amount not to 
exceed $5,000 pending completion of a Summary Proposal.  Scott Pitser seconded the 
motion.  The motion unanimously passed with Brown, Hancik, Thiel, Boland, 
Jinkens and Pitser voting aye. 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING – Jim Thiel 
 
Jim reported that the Committee met a few weeks ago at which Sandy attended and 
addressed some of their issues.  Jim feels they have a better understanding and will 
proceed with planning for certain projects that do not cross over or conflict with other 
Committees. 
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LAKES WATER QUALITY – Scott Pitser 
 
Scott reported that a meeting was held with Aquatic Systems regarding concerns about 
the method of application of the last larvacide midge fly treatment.  As a result of the 
meeting discussions, he has guaranteed his attendance at every treatment that is 
scheduled this fall.  He will also notify four Board members of the date, time and 
location of each of the three applications to observe the operation.   Aquatic Systems 
has also informed us that they will, at no cost to the Association, conduct a deep water 
survey by utilizing a small scoop with netting (fine mesh) on the bottom to obtain larvae 
counts.  They suspect that the concentration of midge larvae is in one lake and that they 
are going to the other lakes via wind.  To support this theory, Scott has found midge 
‘casings’ on Heron Lake, but not on Kingfisher, Osprey, Pelican or Eagle Lakes.  He 
also suspects that they may be blowing in from the salt marshes.  Scott also inferred 
that the County would probably not offer any assistance with this problem. 
 
Scott also reported at length sightings of illegal fishing.  In one instance, he contacted 
the Sheriff’s office as well as Fish and Wildlife.  He requested that an illegally parked 
and non-occupied vehicle be towed from the subdivision.  However, that since it is 
private property, they would not have it towed unless the Association agreed to pay the 
charge.  It is feasible for the Association to have a contract with a towing company 
whereby the offender would bear the cost to have his vehicle released from the towing 
storage area.  The cost of towing would be included in the fee and the Association 
would be reimbursed for the towing.  This would deter non-residents from trespassing.  
Jim Brown suggested the Association send out a CIN message encouraging use of the 
yellow BSL stickers by our property owners so that their vehicles can be property 
identified.  The message should include a statement that unauthorized vehicles will be 
towed at owners expense.  Staff will research various towing companies and report to 
the Board next month for a decision on a contract. 
 
COMMUNICATION - Marion Jinkens 
 
Marion Jinkens reported that one Alert was sent indicating that dogs were roaming the 
area at Acapulco.  The dogs were trapped and a follow-up message was sent indicating 
it was safe to walk or bike ride in the area.   Four CIN messages were sent:  Skills 
Assessment Survey, Community Awareness Presentation, Board of Director Elections, 
and Monitor Lizards in BSL.  There were no Grapevine (social) messages sent.  Staff 
received website training from Mike Baggett that enables direct posting of information 
such as Agendas, Meeting Minutes and CIN messages.  Mike provided the software at 
no cost to the Association.  The new Directory is scheduled for Printing in July.  
Newsletter ads for November’s publication are being received.   
 
BEAUTIFICATION & ENHANCEMENT – Rob Hancik 
 
Rob Hancik reported on the progress of the sign at the Cape horn entrance. The sign is 
in place, without electricity (or irrigation for plantings) as we wait for the final design and 
solicitation of bids from Charlotte County.  Per the County, plans for the street lighting, 
electrical and irrigation borings/conduit are delayed due to the outsourcing to a 
consultant for the lighting portion (specifications) of the project.  In the interim, Rob 
stated we should go forward with the landscaping, temporary drip irrigation system, 
mulch, sod and cement curbing around the new sign, which is not a part of the County 
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project.  Two bids have been received with a third one due shortly.  Rob motioned that 
the Board approve budgeted funds in an amount not to exceed $2500 to complete the 
landscaping phase around the new sign.  Marion Jinkens seconded the motion.  The 
motion unanimously passed with Brown, Hancik, Thiel, Boland, Jinkens and 
Pitser voting aye.  The stucco at the base of the sign was redone and it awaits 
painting. 
 
COMMUNITY STANDARDS - All 
 
The Board reviewed the monthly Deed Restriction Report.  Rob asked if the number of 
foreclosure properties could be included on the report.  There are about 58 foreclosures 
of which approximately 40 are homes.  Staff has continually followed up on seeing that 
the unkempt properties are mowed either by the bank or the property owner if they still 
show ownership.  If this cannot be accomplished, the Association arranges for mowing 
and places a lien on the property.  This is only mowing of the grass—excludes trimming 
bushes and weeding which increases costs significantly.  The builder of the house on 
Vagabond was contacted to cut the weeds and empty the dumpster.  After several failed 
attempts, staff arranged for the mowing and trade out of the dumpster—cost of which 
was deducted from the builder’s $500 clean site deposit with the Association.  The 
house still under construction on Peppercorn was discussed at length.  The owner does 
respond to correspondence to keep the property mowed.  A notebook given to the 
County (Commissioner’s office and then on to Code Compliance) with past history of 
this property cannot be located after several attempts by staff to retrieve it. 
 
Celeste outlined the County process to bring a property into compliance in accordance 
with their ordinance.  Once a request is made to the County, an inspector must come 
out and determine non-compliance, letter(s) sent, contractor scheduled, etc.  It could 
take 20-25 days before the County could take remedial measures.  After addressed, a 
week later it needs mowing again where the process starts again.  The County will pay 
their contractor and place a lien upon the property.  However, their experience in 
collecting the fines is negligible.   Further discussion ensued on improper storage of 
trash receptacles.  Marion stated that receiving a letter and not a phone call upsets 
many people.  Written communication gives us proper documentation and alleviates 
argumentative and potentially lengthy telephone calls regarding compliance with the 
deed restrictions.  Jim Brown made a point to the Board that it is important that we 
follow up with this situation since it effects the aesthetics of the community as well as 
homes appearing vacant.   
  
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW – Fred Boland 
 
Fred stated there was nothing to report this month. 
 
COUNTY RELATED ITEMS – Jim Brown & Rob Hancik 
 
SCCC:  Jim reported that Commissioner Robert Skidmore attended last month’s 
meeting.   Commissioners Skidmore and Starr seem to be the only ones doing 
something about the County budget.  Comm. Skidmore gave examples of what he feels 
are some of the abuses occurring within the County.  He also told the attendees that if 
you want to get ‘action’ on a concern, you should use the email system to contact the 
Board of County Commissioners (bcc@charlottefl.com).  They react to emails. 

mailto:(bcc@charlottefl.com)
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Jim reported on the ‘kitchen cabinet’ meeting he attended in Murdock (Commissioner 
Starr).  The Fire Chief was able to cut $10M from his budget by reducing the number of 
people on staff.  The Sheriff was asked to cut his budget 15% from $59M to $51M by 
reducing personnel.   
 
Jim also reported that Punta Gorda community redevelopment had a base of $80M on 
tax assessments in 2000, and anything over that goes to the Community 
Redevelopment Association (CRA), which belongs to the City of Punta Gorda.  In 2005, 
the base increased to $215M (as a result of hurricane).  Comm. Starr feels that some of 
that should be shared with the County.  Jim also reported that the new parking garage 
in the City of Punta Gorda does not pay any taxes, and use is free.  Also, work on the 
widening of Burnt Store Road from Zemel to the Lee County line (Vincent Avenue) is 
slated for 2014.  Money ($10M) from the 1% sales tax extension is dedicated for that 
portion of road provided it is not ‘raided’ for other uses.  They do not want to get the 
Federal Government involved because their requirements are much greater.  Jim also 
stated that Comm. Starr asked if he would email him information on the Peppercorn 
(Sosa) property. 
 
MSBU Update:  Rob Hancik reported that a meeting has not been held since his last 
report.  He reiterated the fact that everyone’s non ad valorem tax will be reduced by 
approximately $130.00 this year.  The tax will be around $52.83 ($50.00 towards road 
repaving reserves; $2.83 for front entry lighting).  There is about $300K in the reserves 
now to which additional tax dollars will be added.  This may avoid having a County 
assessment at the time the roads may need addressing 4-5 years from now. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
Nominating Committee Status Report – Jim Brown reported that the Committee is 
currently soliciting additional candidates and reviewing submitted information from two 
candidates expressing a desire to run for the Board.   
 
Host for Annual Meeting Reception/Picnic – No one has volunteered to host the 
picnic.  Flo Norsell offered to take care of the coffee and donuts at the meeting.  Cathy 
Boland and Ella Wrzesinski may be interested in assisting with the picnic.  Staff will 
follow up with coordinating efforts.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Insurance Review – Jim Thiel reported that contact has been made with an insurance 
company in Port Charlotte and one in Cape Coral to solicit rates for liability insurance 
that will include coverage for playground equipment as well as a boat launch.  Jim and 
Bob Reichert met with both companies to compare policies.  A meeting with Oswald 
Tripp, our current agency, is scheduled for later this week.  However, Jim stated that it 
currently looks as if we could possibly reduce our premium by as much as $3-4,000 
annually.   
 
San Edmundo Greenbelt – Scott inquired as to the status of DEP approval to address 
this drainage area.  Scott was informed that the DEP has 90 days to review the 
submission vs. the 45 days Johnson Engineering originally told us.  We should have an 
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answer by July 15, 2009.  After discussion with the DEP, it was determined that a 
property owner in Pirate Harbor intends to file a petition in Tallahassee. 
  
County Lots on San Edmundo – Rob inquired as to the current legal status 
concerning the two lots on San Edmundo.  Pavese Law Firm has sent the demand 
letters and copies of the new lien filings based on the ledger supplied to them.  We are 
still in the 45-day response period, after which foreclosure proceedings will commence. 
 
Fred Boland moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m. Marion Jinkens seconded the 
motion. The motion unanimously passed with Brown, Hancik, Thiel, Boland, 
Jinkens and Pitser voting aye. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Rick Mathis noted that Tracts A & B (Seeview Development) need mowing.  Staff 
reported that contact is currently being made with the owners to address this situation. 
 
Mike Wiesenthal asked for status of the Boat Ramp project.  Jim Brown responded with 
a brief history.  He noted that the Boat Ramp Committee recommended utilizing the 
Jean Lafitte canal, however, Pirate Harbor objected and involved the DEP, which would 
have entailed an appeal.   Rather than pursue this area at considerable expense, the 
application was withdrawn, and the decision was made to relocate the proposed site to 
Bear Branch Creek.  Nothing further will begin until the drainage issue in the San 
Edmundo greenbelt is resolved with the DEP.  Scott added that it would be a small boat, 
canoe/kayak launch area without provisions for parking for the use of property owners 
and guests only. 
 
Mike also inquired if natural predators were used to attack the midges (larvae).  Scott 
responded affirmatively.  Scott also noted and asked if anyone has seen a dragonfly 
population this year.  They have not been seen—Scott will make some inquiries. 
 
Mike also asked about the proposed playground equipment.  Jim Thiel responded that 
there have been requests for playground items since we now have younger families 
residing in the Lakes.  There are also grandchildren of the older residents that could 
utilize such equipment.   This is one of the reasons the liability insurance is being 
investigated to assure adequate coverage for this type of equipment.  Rob also stated 
that it would not be actually in the Park, but more in an open area for safety reasons.  
Mike asked if there would be an open area for dogs.  Jim responded that the LRP 
Committee hadn’t addressed that idea.   
 
Open Forum ended at 7:15 p.m.  
      Respectfully Submitted, 
       
      Sandra J. Funk, Secretary 
      To the Board of Directors 
July 3, 2009 
 
Note: The next regular meeting for the Board of Directors is re-scheduled for Tuesday, 
July 14, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the BSLPOA at 100 Madrid Blvd, 
Unit #212, Punta Gorda, FL  33950.      



 
                 

BURNT STORE LAKES PROPERTY OWNER’S ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

HELD IN THE BURNT STORE LAKES POA CONFERENCE ROOM 
100 MADRID BLVD., UNIT #212, PUNTA GORDA, FL 33950 

 
June 16, 2009 
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Jim Brown, President called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Secretary, Sandy Funk 
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made. 
 
DISPOSITION OF MINUTES 
 
Jim asked if there were any corrections or additions to the Minutes of the regularly 
scheduled Board of Directors meeting held on May 12, 2009.  There being none, the 
Board members present accepted the May 12, 2009 Board of Directors Minutes by 
unanimous consent.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Jim Thiel reported that our cash position as of 5/1/09 was $505,027.65.  Cash received 
in May was $10,082.72, which included interest earned in the amount of $178.19, and 
total disbursements for the month ending 5/31/09 were $37,235.72.  The cash position 
at the end of May was $477,874.81. The total Assessments Receivable at month ending 
May 31, 2009 was $81,681.66.  The Wachovia account has now been closed.  Jim 
asked if there were any comments on the financial report.  Jim Brown noted that in the 
revenue portion of the compilation report that the figure reported as collected after 8 
months ending 5/31/09 ($343,500) appears to be on an accrual basis and not actual.  
This will be verified with Webb Lorah.  There being no other comments, Scott Pitser 
moved that we approve the Financial Statements and send forward for audit.  Motion 
seconded by Rob Hancik. The motion unanimously passed with Brown, Hancik, 
Thiel, Boland, Jinkens and Pitser voting aye. 
 
2009-2010 Budget Update – Jim Brown reported that review sessions were held to 
review this year’s expenditures and anticipated costs for the next fiscal year.  There are 
still some figures to be finalized, however, it appears that the current assessment of 
$250.00/year will be sufficient to fund the 2009-2010 budget.  Jim also noted that during 
the budget review process the Association is due to receive a fuel adjustment (refund) 
for the May mowing and the June mowing as allowed for in the current mowing contract 
(decreased fuel costs).  Additional refunds for each mowing will be obtained as long as 
the rates to not exceed those stated in the contract. 
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2009-2012 Accounting Contract – Jim Brown stated that we have received two 
competitive bids for a 3-year Accounting Contract.   Jim emphasized that other bids 
were not solicited because of dissatisfaction with our existing accounting firm, but that it 
is always good business to solicit three bids when a contract is up for renewal.  Jim 
reviewed the differences between the bids with the Board, and recommended that we 
remain with Webb-Lorah.  After further discussion, Jim Thiel made a motion to award 
the 3-year accounting contract for the period 7/1/09 through 6/30/12, to Webb-Lorah.  
Scott Pitser seconded the motion.  The motion unanimously passed with Brown, 
Hancik, Thiel, Boland, Jinkens and Pitser voting aye. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
DIRECTOR REPORTS: 
 
SAFETY & PREPAREDNESS – Fred Boland 
 
The June monthly meeting to be held at the Park was not well attended.  There was 
also an unknown padlock placed on the gate that denied accessibility.  The padlock has 
since been cut/removed and replaced.  It was determined that a reminder notice must 
be sent out at least 2-3 days prior to the meeting to encourage attendance by the 
property owners.  
 
Fred reported that Helen Krueger prepared a Skills Inventory Assessment report.  It has 
been distributed to the Board for review.  Fred also reported that a presentation was 
made on June 13th in the Park by ProTech on hurricane protection. 
 
MECHANICAL & MAINTENANCE – Bob Lilley 
 
In Bob’s absence, Sandy reported that Blue Mule and Bennett’s Tree Service have 
almost completed the final phase if this fiscal years work in the Park.  Funds for this 
portion of work were approved at the May 12th Board meeting.   
 
Bob discussed with staff his intention to obtain bids from Blue Mule, BTR Excavating 
and another company to conduct drainage work from Stork Lake to Bear Branch Creek.  
It is severely overgrown with vegetation.  Staff informed Bob that there was sufficient 
money remaining in the budget to address this area.  Bob requests Board approval to 
expend funds not to exceed $5,000.  After discussion, Fred Boland made a motion to 
approve the Stork Lake to Bear Branch Creek draining project in an amount not to 
exceed $5,000 pending completion of a Summary Proposal.  Scott Pitser seconded the 
motion.  The motion unanimously passed with Brown, Hancik, Thiel, Boland, 
Jinkens and Pitser voting aye. 
 
LONG RANGE PLANNING – Jim Thiel 
 
Jim reported that the Committee met a few weeks ago at which Sandy attended and 
addressed some of their issues.  Jim feels they have a better understanding and will 
proceed with planning for certain projects that do not cross over or conflict with other 
Committees. 
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LAKES WATER QUALITY – Scott Pitser 
 
Scott reported that a meeting was held with Aquatic Systems regarding concerns about 
the method of application of the last larvacide midge fly treatment.  As a result of the 
meeting discussions, he has guaranteed his attendance at every treatment that is 
scheduled this fall.  He will also notify four Board members of the date, time and 
location of each of the three applications to observe the operation.   Aquatic Systems 
has also informed us that they will, at no cost to the Association, conduct a deep water 
survey by utilizing a small scoop with netting (fine mesh) on the bottom to obtain larvae 
counts.  They suspect that the concentration of midge larvae is in one lake and that they 
are going to the other lakes via wind.  To support this theory, Scott has found midge 
‘casings’ on Heron Lake, but not on Kingfisher, Osprey, Pelican or Eagle Lakes.  He 
also suspects that they may be blowing in from the salt marshes.  Scott also inferred 
that the County would probably not offer any assistance with this problem. 
 
Scott also reported at length sightings of illegal fishing.  In one instance, he contacted 
the Sheriff’s office as well as Fish and Wildlife.  He requested that an illegally parked 
and non-occupied vehicle be towed from the subdivision.  However, that since it is 
private property, they would not have it towed unless the Association agreed to pay the 
charge.  It is feasible for the Association to have a contract with a towing company 
whereby the offender would bear the cost to have his vehicle released from the towing 
storage area.  The cost of towing would be included in the fee and the Association 
would be reimbursed for the towing.  This would deter non-residents from trespassing.  
Jim Brown suggested the Association send out a CIN message encouraging use of the 
yellow BSL stickers by our property owners so that their vehicles can be property 
identified.  The message should include a statement that unauthorized vehicles will be 
towed at owners expense.  Staff will research various towing companies and report to 
the Board next month for a decision on a contract. 
 
COMMUNICATION - Marion Jinkens 
 
Marion Jinkens reported that one Alert was sent indicating that dogs were roaming the 
area at Acapulco.  The dogs were trapped and a follow-up message was sent indicating 
it was safe to walk or bike ride in the area.   Four CIN messages were sent:  Skills 
Assessment Survey, Community Awareness Presentation, Board of Director Elections, 
and Monitor Lizards in BSL.  There were no Grapevine (social) messages sent.  Staff 
received website training from Mike Baggett that enables direct posting of information 
such as Agendas, Meeting Minutes and CIN messages.  Mike provided the software at 
no cost to the Association.  The new Directory is scheduled for Printing in July.  
Newsletter ads for November’s publication are being received.   
 
BEAUTIFICATION & ENHANCEMENT – Rob Hancik 
 
Rob Hancik reported on the progress of the sign at the Cape horn entrance. The sign is 
in place, without electricity (or irrigation for plantings) as we wait for the final design and 
solicitation of bids from Charlotte County.  Per the County, plans for the street lighting, 
electrical and irrigation borings/conduit are delayed due to the outsourcing to a 
consultant for the lighting portion (specifications) of the project.  In the interim, Rob 
stated we should go forward with the landscaping, temporary drip irrigation system, 
mulch, sod and cement curbing around the new sign, which is not a part of the County 
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project.  Two bids have been received with a third one due shortly.  Rob motioned that 
the Board approve budgeted funds in an amount not to exceed $2500 to complete the 
landscaping phase around the new sign.  Marion Jinkens seconded the motion.  The 
motion unanimously passed with Brown, Hancik, Thiel, Boland, Jinkens and 
Pitser voting aye.  The stucco at the base of the sign was redone and it awaits 
painting. 
 
COMMUNITY STANDARDS - All 
 
The Board reviewed the monthly Deed Restriction Report.  Rob asked if the number of 
foreclosure properties could be included on the report.  There are about 58 foreclosures 
of which approximately 40 are homes.  Staff has continually followed up on seeing that 
the unkempt properties are mowed either by the bank or the property owner if they still 
show ownership.  If this cannot be accomplished, the Association arranges for mowing 
and places a lien on the property.  This is only mowing of the grass—excludes trimming 
bushes and weeding which increases costs significantly.  The builder of the house on 
Vagabond was contacted to cut the weeds and empty the dumpster.  After several failed 
attempts, staff arranged for the mowing and trade out of the dumpster—cost of which 
was deducted from the builder’s $500 clean site deposit with the Association.  The 
house still under construction on Peppercorn was discussed at length.  The owner does 
respond to correspondence to keep the property mowed.  A notebook given to the 
County (Commissioner’s office and then on to Code Compliance) with past history of 
this property cannot be located after several attempts by staff to retrieve it. 
 
Celeste outlined the County process to bring a property into compliance in accordance 
with their ordinance.  Once a request is made to the County, an inspector must come 
out and determine non-compliance, letter(s) sent, contractor scheduled, etc.  It could 
take 20-25 days before the County could take remedial measures.  After addressed, a 
week later it needs mowing again where the process starts again.  The County will pay 
their contractor and place a lien upon the property.  However, their experience in 
collecting the fines is negligible.   Further discussion ensued on improper storage of 
trash receptacles.  Marion stated that receiving a letter and not a phone call upsets 
many people.  Written communication gives us proper documentation and alleviates 
argumentative and potentially lengthy telephone calls regarding compliance with the 
deed restrictions.  Jim Brown made a point to the Board that it is important that we 
follow up with this situation since it effects the aesthetics of the community as well as 
homes appearing vacant.   
  
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW – Fred Boland 
 
Fred stated there was nothing to report this month. 
 
COUNTY RELATED ITEMS – Jim Brown & Rob Hancik 
 
SCCC:  Jim reported that Commissioner Robert Skidmore attended last month’s 
meeting.   Commissioners Skidmore and Starr seem to be the only ones doing 
something about the County budget.  Comm. Skidmore gave examples of what he feels 
are some of the abuses occurring within the County.  He also told the attendees that if 
you want to get ‘action’ on a concern, you should use the email system to contact the 
Board of County Commissioners (bcc@charlottefl.com).  They react to emails. 

mailto:(bcc@charlottefl.com)
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Jim reported on the ‘kitchen cabinet’ meeting he attended in Murdock (Commissioner 
Starr).  The Fire Chief was able to cut $10M from his budget by reducing the number of 
people on staff.  The Sheriff was asked to cut his budget 15% from $59M to $51M by 
reducing personnel.   
 
Jim also reported that Punta Gorda community redevelopment had a base of $80M on 
tax assessments in 2000, and anything over that goes to the Community 
Redevelopment Association (CRA), which belongs to the City of Punta Gorda.  In 2005, 
the base increased to $215M (as a result of hurricane).  Comm. Starr feels that some of 
that should be shared with the County.  Jim also reported that the new parking garage 
in the City of Punta Gorda does not pay any taxes, and use is free.  Also, work on the 
widening of Burnt Store Road from Zemel to the Lee County line (Vincent Avenue) is 
slated for 2014.  Money ($10M) from the 1% sales tax extension is dedicated for that 
portion of road provided it is not ‘raided’ for other uses.  They do not want to get the 
Federal Government involved because their requirements are much greater.  Jim also 
stated that Comm. Starr asked if he would email him information on the Peppercorn 
(Sosa) property. 
 
MSBU Update:  Rob Hancik reported that a meeting has not been held since his last 
report.  He reiterated the fact that everyone’s non ad valorem tax will be reduced by 
approximately $130.00 this year.  The tax will be around $52.83 ($50.00 towards road 
repaving reserves; $2.83 for front entry lighting).  There is about $300K in the reserves 
now to which additional tax dollars will be added.  This may avoid having a County 
assessment at the time the roads may need addressing 4-5 years from now. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS 
 
Nominating Committee Status Report – Jim Brown reported that the Committee is 
currently soliciting additional candidates and reviewing submitted information from two 
candidates expressing a desire to run for the Board.   
 
Host for Annual Meeting Reception/Picnic – No one has volunteered to host the 
picnic.  Flo Norsell offered to take care of the coffee and donuts at the meeting.  Cathy 
Boland and Ella Wrzesinski may be interested in assisting with the picnic.  Staff will 
follow up with coordinating efforts.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Insurance Review – Jim Thiel reported that contact has been made with an insurance 
company in Port Charlotte and one in Cape Coral to solicit rates for liability insurance 
that will include coverage for playground equipment as well as a boat launch.  Jim and 
Bob Reichert met with both companies to compare policies.  A meeting with Oswald 
Tripp, our current agency, is scheduled for later this week.  However, Jim stated that it 
currently looks as if we could possibly reduce our premium by as much as $3-4,000 
annually.   
 
San Edmundo Greenbelt – Scott inquired as to the status of DEP approval to address 
this drainage area.  Scott was informed that the DEP has 90 days to review the 
submission vs. the 45 days Johnson Engineering originally told us.  We should have an 
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answer by July 15, 2009.  After discussion with the DEP, it was determined that a 
property owner in Pirate Harbor intends to file a petition in Tallahassee. 
  
County Lots on San Edmundo – Rob inquired as to the current legal status 
concerning the two lots on San Edmundo.  Pavese Law Firm has sent the demand 
letters and copies of the new lien filings based on the ledger supplied to them.  We are 
still in the 45-day response period, after which foreclosure proceedings will commence. 
 
Fred Boland moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m. Marion Jinkens seconded the 
motion. The motion unanimously passed with Brown, Hancik, Thiel, Boland, 
Jinkens and Pitser voting aye. 
 
OPEN FORUM 
 
Rick Mathis noted that Tracts A & B (Seeview Development) need mowing.  Staff 
reported that contact is currently being made with the owners to address this situation. 
 
Mike Wiesenthal asked for status of the Boat Ramp project.  Jim Brown responded with 
a brief history.  He noted that the Boat Ramp Committee recommended utilizing the 
Jean Lafitte canal, however, Pirate Harbor objected and involved the DEP, which would 
have entailed an appeal.   Rather than pursue this area at considerable expense, the 
application was withdrawn, and the decision was made to relocate the proposed site to 
Bear Branch Creek.  Nothing further will begin until the drainage issue in the San 
Edmundo greenbelt is resolved with the DEP.  Scott added that it would be a small boat, 
canoe/kayak launch area without provisions for parking for the use of property owners 
and guests only. 
 
Mike also inquired if natural predators were used to attack the midges (larvae).  Scott 
responded affirmatively.  Scott also noted and asked if anyone has seen a dragonfly 
population this year.  They have not been seen—Scott will make some inquiries. 
 
Mike also asked about the proposed playground equipment.  Jim Thiel responded that 
there have been requests for playground items since we now have younger families 
residing in the Lakes.  There are also grandchildren of the older residents that could 
utilize such equipment.   This is one of the reasons the liability insurance is being 
investigated to assure adequate coverage for this type of equipment.  Rob also stated 
that it would not be actually in the Park, but more in an open area for safety reasons.  
Mike asked if there would be an open area for dogs.  Jim responded that the LRP 
Committee hadn’t addressed that idea.   
 
Open Forum ended at 7:15 p.m.  
      Respectfully Submitted, 
       
      Sandra J. Funk, Secretary 
      To the Board of Directors 
July 3, 2009 
 
Note: The next regular meeting for the Board of Directors is re-scheduled for Tuesday, 
July 14, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Conference Room of the BSLPOA at 100 Madrid Blvd, 
Unit #212, Punta Gorda, FL  33950.      


